ODs in Hamilton Co. 
rocket to ‘sad’ record 
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In the face of unprecedented opioid overdose deaths in Hamilton County, Coroner Dr. Lakshmi Sammarco says, “We need the 
community’s help.” Newtown Police Chief Tom Synan, right, calls the overdose record “discouraging.” LIZ DUFOUR/THE ENQUIRER 


Mega-potent synthetic opiate fentanyl is main culprit 


Terry DeMio 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Hamilton County remains entrenched 
in a nationwide opioid epidemic, with 31 
percent more overdose deaths in 2017 
than the year before. 

County Coroner Dr. Lakshmi Sammar- 
co released the annual count Tuesday, 
noting that the death toll was reduced by 
the antidote for opioid overdose, Narcan. 

“The number of lives being saved is 
huge,” Sammarco said. “There’s no doubt 
(overdose deaths) would’ve been double 
or triple what they were without Narcan.” 

Most of the 529 who died from over- 
dose had a mix including a synthetic opi- 
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ate in their bloodstream. Sammarco’s 
count included 373 opiate-related and 81 
cocaine-related overdose deaths. 

The main culprit, she and law enforce- 
ment officers said, is the mega-potent 
synthetic opiate fentanyl. The opioid 
reigning in drug deaths in the United 
States and Canada is usually imprecisely 
made in “bucket” factories in China and 
shipped in through U.S. borders. 

The total overdose death count of 529 
compares with 403 in 2016 and 414 in 
2015. 

Hamilton County’s crime lab was also 
slammed like never before in 2017, Sam- 
marco said, with more than 30,000 drug- 
seizure cases. 

She called it a “huge” number, with the 
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drug-case count 2% times higher than 
“any other crime lab in Ohio.” 

The number of heroin submissions at 
the lab were down: 919 in 2017, compared 
with 5,002 in 2012. 

Submissions of fentanyl and heroin 
mixed were up: 180 in 2014 (the first time 
fentanyl was noted) to 1,748 in 2017. 

Submissions of fentanyl alone were 
up: 123 cases in 2014 versus 1,223 in 2017, 
the coroner said. 

Newtown Police Chief Tom Synan, co- 
chair of interdiction for the Hamilton 
County Heroin Coalition, said it’s impor- 
tant to remember that the death toll rep- 
resents people, adding, “We're the ones 
who see the families” of those who die. 

“Each time a person dies, we take that 
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SPORTS, 3C 


Reds pitcher 
Lorenzen 
injured 
Right-hander’s quest to 


make the starting rota- 
tion is probably over. 


@ usa Topay, 5B 


Delivery a 
‘must-have’ 
for grocers 

Six percent in U.S. used 


delivery service for gro- 
ceries in past 30 days. 


LOCAL, 4A 


Russians 
trolled Ohio 
election 


They bashed John Kas- 
ich, promoted Donald 
Trump on Twitter in 716. 


Weather 


High 36° X Low 31° 
Snow ends. Forecast, 2A 


